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The Bologna Process enabled the standardization of educational process at Eu-

ropean Universities. The Erasmus program has been facilitating the mobility 

number of international, European students resulted in establishing the variety 

-

-

Eastern and Southeastern Asian1 students at European universities. In develop-

ing countries good education leads automatically to a bright future, being the 

Asian countries it is critical for the young and most productive age groups to be 

-

tion attending universities is a very important indicator of future prosperity of 

elite of their countries, occupying top positions.

only a culture shock but also a linguistic one. They must learn in English and 

their teachers are mostly not English native-speakers. Thus, although English 

is an international language and a basic tool for communication and for the ac-

mutual understanding. Moreover, Eastern and Southeastern Asian collectivist 

societies operate on the Confucian concept of Asian values

may seem strange to a European, may be usual to an Asian. And vice versa. 

1

Thus, all cultural, social, religious, or philosophical concepts discussed in this paper refer to these 

regions and societies of Asia.
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system, and teaching styles.

-

-

ameliorate their communication skills at European universities.

-

Information literacy is the set of integrated abilities encompassing the 

-

-

 

about Asia in all its diversity and the ability to use it, as an individual or an or-

-

of Asian immigration after the World War II and during Asian economic crisis 

cultural literacy focuses on learning salient characteristics and basic social and 

is close to the issues of cross-cultural psychology, a branch of psychology that 
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-

-

-

tion and information literacy of Asian students.

Confucianism

the 7th -

not be broken, including respect for elders and parents. Confucianism has a 

-

Collectivism

It is founded on serving the group. The goals of the group are valued over 

-

it is more important to be the same as everyone else than to emphasize special 

engagement during classes. Also, the notion of Asian values coined by Asian 

 communalism 

-

describing collectivism.

Power distance -
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-

-

Li Fa]. 

perceived as an indispensable element of cultural development of society. The 

teacher. This kind of behavior is often misinterpreted as the lack of enough 

-

Hall

-

-

-

ta-

boo

or political system in their countries makes them uncomfortable. 

Even though Asian universities are undergoing evolution in response to 

global education systems transformations, there are still the core, superior val-

ues important for Asian societies, therefore some changes cannot be applied 
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their European peers.

North American universities. Some of those studies focused on Asian, main-

-

-

-

-

information literacy education, may help Asian students adapt to Western 

teaching and learning styles and face academic and cultural challenges.

applied to information literacy education dedicated to Asian students coming 

good research 

is not done in a social vacuum

certain situations or behaviors.
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Hall

-

mation professionals, like the one suggested by Qayyum -

to cultural models.

are enrolled could consider designing multi-lingual information access tools, 

like those tested and recommended by Nzomo, Ajiferuke, Vaughan, és McKen-

zie

-

be discovered more deeply. As mentioned before, not little has been already 

language and so the language of didactics and all the tools in educational milieu 

-

-

plication of the information literacy concepts and tools, theories of information 

-

cessful programs of support for Asian students to assist in their study adventure 

at European universities and in life-long learning process after completion of 

university education.
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European universities have opened their doors to the students from beyond 

Europe may face at once not only a culture shock but also a linguistic and 

behaviors of teachers and peers, the discussed topics, and ameliorate their com-

munication skills.


