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different variables contribute to the success of language learning. There-

by focusing attention on language learning aptitude. Accordingly recent 

aptitude in empirical studies. 

in the lack of success in language learning. Larsen-Freeman and Long 

-

logical factors, personality, hemisphere specialization, and learning strat-

egies. In addition to these individual variables, native language variables, 

input variables, and instructional variables are also mentioned. Gardner 

and MacIntyre -

1. -

2. 

of self-confidence about language, personality attributes, learning 

styles

3. 
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In their schematic representation of the socio-educational model of sec-

-

beliefs in socio-cultural milieu seem to have the most influential role in 

determining the factors that have an effect on language learning. In their 

analysis, language aptitude and intelligence are grouped together, although 

-

dominated by an American psychologist, J. B. Carroll and therefore, it is 

-

Aptitude as a concept corresponds to the notion that in ap-

proaching a particular learning task or program, the individual 

may be thought of as possessing some current state of capability 

opportunity of doing so. That capability is presumed to depend 

on some combination of more or less enduring characteristics of 

the individual. 

According to Carroll

-

Language aptitude is assessed in terms of these abilities that facilitate the 

acquisition of linguistic material. The most famous test of language apti-

-

Pimsleur
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is very similar to MLAT, but it assesses motivation as a separate factor in 

the test.

After Carroll’s

Dörnyei and Skehan

hand, Krashen

-

the communicative era. Research concentrated mainly on other individual 

differences influencing success. Attention focused on affective variables 

1990s. 

-

tioned. Language aptitude tests predict only the rate of learning a foreign 

language, not the ability or inability to learn it, as it is not an absolute 

measure. Gardner and MacIntyre

-

Carroll

alter it through training. Ottó

-

Graena and Long

age, and their results suggested that early language education lead to the 
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-

vestigated in most studies of successful language learners. Wesche

-

od to the group of high memory ability and a more analytic method to the 

other group. Appropriate instruction resulted in higher achievement in the 

factors are just as influential as aptitude. With the information that could 

-

sequently, they may be more effective.

Ottó -

-

ures”. Furthermore, aptitude test results could help the learner to identify 

on rote learning and learning grammar rules by using flash-cards.

The characteristics of good language learners are described in the model 

of Naiman, Frohlich, Todesco and Stern -

-

ligence and aptitude are mentioned as learner characteristics. Unfortunate-

researchers, and for this reason no measures of intelligence and language 

Naiman, Frohlich, Todesco and Stern

cognitive style, and attitude in predicting success on the criterion mea-

Sparks, Artzer, Ganschow, Siebenhar, Plageman and Patton -
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skills and foreign-language aptitude to foreign-language proficiency are 

investigated. They found that the performance on native-language phono-

-

of significant differences in their native-language phonological and or-

-

-

sures or foreign-language grades. In consequence, they proposed that sim-

Sparks et al.

educators that aptitude tests focus mainly on analytical skills and not on 

communicative skills. They stated that MLAT also assesses skills needed 

-

attained a significantly higher score on the MLAT. 

In recent studies, the ethical use of MLAT has been addressed from 

-

ing and diagnosing students participating in secondary and tertiary edu-

language education based on the results achieved on the MLAT. 

-

qualitative investigative methods in the research of influential variables 

-

successful language learners.

Gan, Humphreys and Hamp-Lyons

-

graphic perspective. They gained information from successful and unsuc-
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study due to methodological constraints, although the authors stated it is 

a potentially important learner difference variable. Also cognitive learner 

-

-

-

cessful students. 

and the role of inaptitude in their failure to learn a foreign language are 

investigated. The case study of Albert

unsuccessful learner concentrating on beliefs about language learning. A 

belief that some people are not or less able to learn a foreign language or 

are convinced that they have no language aptitude may lead to negative 

-

guage learning. The questionnaire she applied is based on Horwitz

Albert

ability for learning a foreign language”. He states that he had difficulties 

that an important factor in successful language learning is the analytic abil-

ity to understand the structure and the grammar of a language. He is con-

vinced that gifted people can learn a language much faster and they can 

objective measures. 

Albert’s Wenden

investigated insights and recommendations from second language learners 

really think it is a crucial factor in language learning. 
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The qualitative study of Nikolov -

ent variables on different levels of proficiency in foreign language learn-

even a basic level of foreign language competence. The structured inter-

motivations. 

-

-

-

titude is crucial for success. As for their self-assessed aptitude, they rated 

their interpretations, aptitude is related to good memory, learning fast and 

-

standing grammar easily. These associations refer to several components 

-

at all among the vital internal factors contributing to success. 

A number of participants emphasised that their aptitude varied for dif-

-

-

do not regard aptitude as a decisive factor in foreign language learning, but 

they emphasised other related behavioural, affective and cognitive factors. 

reinforces again the previous statement that they do not consider aptitude 

as the best predictor of success.

In recent years, foreign language acquisition research has concentrated on oth-

-
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clear that in the long run language aptitude is probably the single best predictor 

language learning outcomes. 

-

A nyelvtanuló 49-

Modern Language Aptitude Test (MLAT). 

Psychological Corporation, San Antonio, CA.

-

learning aptitude

Handbook of second 

language acquisition

and unsuccessful EFL students in Chinese Universities. Modern Language 

Journal, 88. 229-244.

Language Teaching, 25. 211-

220.

-

guage aptitude, and ultimate L2 attainment in three linguistic domains. Sec-

ond Language Research, 29. 311-343. 

-

-

sals in language learning aptitude

Introduction to Second Language 

Acquisition Research. 

Motivation and second language acquisition. Uni-

Language aptitude testing: Unveiling the mystery. NovELTy, 3. 

6-20.
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Pimsleur Language Aptitude Battery. Harcourt Brace Jo-

Language Testing, 15. 181-216.

Annual Review of Applied Linguistics. 21. 90-111. 

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

-

abilities. Foreign Language Annals, 49

-

. 

This paper investigates the role of language aptitude as a cognitive vari-

able in the success or failure of foreign language learning. Recent studies 

reference is made to the different conceptualizations of language aptitude. 

-

itative studies as in recent years, researchers have called for qualitative 

investigative methods in the investigation of influential variables believed 

language learners. 


