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Studying languages is considered indispensable especially for Hungary being 

foreign languages should target vital skills. The quantitative development in 

-

cessful in its qualitative aspects. Having joined to the EU, Hungary made lots 

Figure 1. Proportion of students learning two or more languages in upper secondary 

education (general), 2009 and 2014 (Eurostat, 2016)

-

fessional and pedagogical bases and backgrounds of teaching Biology in a bi-
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-

these teaching materials but also come to understand language and the mean-

-

pecially to promote the successful acceptance of our students at the most pres-

-

poses determine the depth of content-based teaching and language instruction. 

As a teacher of science, I have been trying to develop a synthesised curriculum 

introduce a research study on language pedagogy. As my topic covers the most 

important advantages of CBI in bilingual classes in science, I presume that the 

double imprinting of the information on science can be used easier in practice 

Krashen -
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successful so comprehensible subject-matter teaching becomes language teach-

ing, as in content-based instruction, the focus is on the subject matter and not 

on the form. Swain

a must for successful instruction, but the educational conditions and environ-

ment should ensure the usage of the target second language productively in the 

 Thus, as the result of this con-

tent-based instruction method, learners must produce comprehensible output 

-

if the entire language acquisition is reduced only to subjects taught in the tar-

get foreign language as students cannot master demanding academic language. 

-

ing entails. In a content-based approach, the activities of the language class are 

to think and learn using the target language. Content-based ESL is a method 

instruction. The technique focuses not only on learning a second language, but 

-

ers.  The necessary instruction of certain content is usually given by a language 

teacher or by a combination of language and content teachers. 

-

ematics and Biology. At that time, our principal considered the potential volun-

that the information and teaching matter of Science in a foreign language can 
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-

-

-

-

-

level instruction in Maths and English.

The objectives of the National Curriculum to teach Biology for secondary 

school students 

-

among problems of nature and health and to recognise the similarities and dif-

Biology are to discuss the structure and function of living beings, the forma-

through the theory of evolution. Teaching Biology should also involve instruc-

-

mate environment. The comparatively detailed discussion of human organisms 

to accept and claim the environmental protection. The development of science 

-

students their ability to recognise and solve problems. 
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-

-

to these questions I put through a questionnaire for 19 bilingual and 35 mono-

-

lingual program, 18 students in advanced Math-English program, 17 students 

-

the second part the students evaluated some positive statements related to their 

-

Figure 2. Answers to the question on How advantageous do you feel being in your 

present educational program?

The most advantageous satisfaction can be measured in the bilingual class 

-

-

-
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in studying. 4. I have lots of opportunities to use ICT equipment. 5. I study in 

out of school. 8. I prepare for entering higher education successfully. 9. I have 

-

edge in my second language.

of the usage of ICT equipment, the condition of the classroom-environment 

-

tion. In bilingual classes the printed learning aids, especially course books are 

likely 3. likely not 4. no.  
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Figure 4. Presentation of students’ preferences

-

-

lingual class feel more comfortable in their educational program as they can 

achieve more successful academic performance. Their overall average grade 

In discussion of CBI many authors refer to successful programme outcomes as 

-

-

port for content-based instruction. As students master the target language, they 

solve problems and communicate on certain topics in the second language. This 
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topics or subject matter simply as a vehicle for teaching the four main skills, or 

the grammar or other “mechanics” of English language, as general processes 

this approach has been used for many years in adult, professional, and universi-

ty education programmes for foreign students, content-based ESL programmes 

-

est among educators in developing content-based language instruction is the 

theory that language acquisition is based on the input that is meaningful and 

and second language acquisition suggest that the kinds of input that children 

get from their parents should serve as a model for teachers in the input they 

provide to second language learners, regardless of age. Input must be compre-

integrated into the instruction of the regular school curriculum. Language is a 

medium for learning grade-appropriate concepts and content selected from the 

-

-

students can respond orally to reading and lecture materials. It also recogniz-

es the need to synthesise facts and ideas from multiple sources as prepara-

-

be learned detached from meaning. Content-based instruction is a successful 

-
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itself. People do not learn languages and then use them, but learn languages 

-

-

information. This action leads to increased learning of the language and content 

material at the same time. Students in an ESL classroom can successfully mas-

ESL classroom engages students in academic language necessary for success 

in a school environment. Problem-solving and higher-level thinking are natural 

outcomes of a learning environment that provides a rich language component 

-

tence through communication of content including content based instruction 

learning a language and other learning activities and to permit simultaneous 

and acquiring competencies. These factors imply a lot of real communicative, 

task-based activities. Students can learn content by using a foreign language 

ESL teacher, the content-area teacher, or some combination, provide direct in-

as much or more on the subject matter itself and its technical terms. Essentially, 

-

content-based instruction. In content-based instruction, students practice all the 
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and Social studies. Content-based language instruction is valuable at all levels 

-

cy level. For beginners, the content often involves basic social and interperson-

al communication skills, but past the beginning level, the content can become 

-

Testing the students’ knowledge in content based instruction

In recent years, especially in the last decade, increasing numbers of language 

teachers have turned to content-based instruction to promote meaningful stu-

-

sional teachers tend to create vibrant learning environments that require active 

student involvement, stimulate higher level thinking skills, and give students 

present the bases of natural science and form the abilities of their students, the 

notions of nature are discussed in a foreign language. This method of teaching 

-

memory retention. Education is becoming more international, multilingual, 

and multicultural. More students are spending time learning through another 

having some or all their curriculum taught in another language, accessing for-

eign language material on the Internet, communicating in a foreign language 

through musical lyrics in a foreign language, acting out some parts of dramas or 
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fundamental assumptions support these attainable and desirable achievements. 

-

base of this method of language teaching, all content-instructors should check 

-

of the content-centred subject can play a dominant role in testing. The entire 

correct and evaluate the academic performance of their students. In this paper, 

-

can be compared.
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Figure 5-6. Results of the tests written in English and in Hungarian

in three classes

The results verify all the positive utilities of CBI. The double imprinting of the 

-

1. Thematically organized materials, typical of content-based classrooms, 

are easier to remember and learn. 

2. The presentation of coherent and meaningful information, characteristic 

and better learning. 

3. -

process challenging materials, recall information, and elaborate. 



29

E�ectiveness of Content Based Instruction for beginner bilingual science teachers

4. 

classrooms and usually absent from more traditional language classrooms 

-

in the upcoming decades for teaching more successful communication to help 

Content-based second 

language instruction. 

Proportion of students learning two or more languages in up-

per secondary education (general), 2009 and 2014. Unesco Institute for Sta-

Principles and practice in second language acquisition. 

Project work: A means to promote language and content. 

Methodology in language teaching: An anthology of current practice. Cam-

bridge University Press, Cambridge. 107-119.

-

Input in Second Language Acquisition


